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Abstract

This article adopts a philosophical and critical approach to examine Abdullahi Ahmed
An-Na'im's theoretical framework concerning the relationship between Shari‘a, the state,
and human rights, while opening up new horizons for intercultural dialogue from the
perspective of Islamic human rights philosophy. Emphasizing the institutional separation
of religion and the state and a historical-interpretive reconstruction of Shari'a, An-Na'im
argues that the realization of human rights in Muslim societies requires a fluid,
voluntary, and non-coercive interpretation of religion rooted in civic engagement. Within
this framework, Shari'a is not regarded as a fixed or absolute text, but rather as a
dynamic space for ijtihad that is both open to transformation and dialogue with
contemporary global norms. Through a critical analysis of An-Na'im's hermeneutic
foundations and practical philosophy, this article shows that despite his attempt to
reconcile religious commitment with the requirements of human rights, his model
encounters significant tensions—most notably, the paradox between structural
secularism and the civic presence of Islamic values in the public sphere. Furthermore, the
feasibility of intercultural dialogue within this framework necessitates a rethinking of
three core domains: the language of dialogue, the boundaries of jurisprudential
transformation, and the localized interpretation of human rights. In conclusion, the article
assesses both the potential and limitations of An-Na'im’s paradigm in light of the
philosophical foundations of Islamic human rights discourse.
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