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Abstract

The pardon of prisoners is one of the significant and functional institutions within
the framework of criminal policy and criminal justice, which, beyond its legal and
judicial aspects, is intertwined with fundamental concepts such as human dignity
and human rights. At first glance, pardon functions as a mechanism for mitigating or
removing punishment in specific cases; however, at a deeper level, it reflects the
commitment of legal systems to the principle of inherent human dignity and the
possibility of an individual’s reintegration into social life. From the perspective of
Islamic human rights, pardon is not merely a governmental measure but is rooted in
revelatory foundations, Qur’anic teachings, and the Prophetic and Alawite traditions,
wherein forgiveness, clemency, and the restoration of the offender’s personality are
emphasized in light of human dignity. Adopting a descriptive—analytical approach,
this article examines the relationship between pardon and human dignity, as well as its
status within the system of Islamic human rights. The findings indicate that pardon in
Islamic thought, in addition to its individual and moral dimensions, also carries social
and legal functions and can serve as an effective tool for reducing social harms,
promoting restorative justice, and safeguarding the rights of prisoners. In the Islamic
Republic of Iran, the recent approach of the judiciary, known as “criteria-based
pardon,” which is designed not on the basis of individual cases and titles but rather
upon general standards with regard to critical opportunities for social reintegration,
represents a step forward in upholding human dignity and adherence to Islamic human
rights. Finally, the study underscores the necessity of institutionalizing the process of
granting pardons and employing it as an instrument for social reintegration and the
realization of human dignity within Iran’s criminal policy.
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